Beyond the Bake Sale Book Study Activity

Chapter 7: Supporting Advocacy

How Can “Problem Parents” Become Partners You Can Work With?  

1. Read your group’s assigned section independently and silently. 

2. Read the special assignment below for your group. As you read your section, highlight your 2 favorite sentences/phrases/ideas.

3. When your group has finished reading, discuss the main ideas together. 

4. Design a poster to represent the major ideas of your assigned section.  You may use Words/Pictures/Symbols to represent any or all of the major ideas: Think: What ideas presented in our section would be the most valuable for the others to know and understand?  How can we communicate it in an interesting way?  

5. Be prepared to summarize the major ideas from your section to your home group using your poster to guide you.  Your job is to help the others really understand your section. 

6. If time, we’ll have a Quaker Reading of your highlighted sentences at the end of the activity. 

7. In addition to your assigned section, please look at the survey at the end of the chapter. 

GROUP ASSIGNMENTS #1-3

1. Helping Families Understand and Use Advocacy to Resolve Problems (pp. 155-158) 
· What does this part of the chapter recommend schools do to introduce families to the school? 

· What ideas are offered for helping parents understand curriculum and state standards? 

· Read and share important points presented in the following chart and sidebar: 
· Page 155: What’s good advocacy? / What’s over the line?

· Page 158: What is a group of African American parents in Harlem doing to help all parents become more effective advocates?

2. Parents Need to Know How to Resolve Problems that their Children Are Having in School & Families Need Opportunities to Identify and Help Solve Problems That Affect Many or All Students (pp. 159-165)
· What three questions should your school’s problem-solving process answer? 

· What strategies are suggested to help parents see their child more clearly and help them at home?

· How does the RQP Program help parents acquire the skills they need to effective advocates and problem solvers? 

·  What has the Commonwealth Institute for Parent Leadership (CIPL) in   Kentucky has done to prepare parent advocates? Describe the three parts to their framework on how to advocate for children and work effectively with educators and other parents. 

· Read and share important points presented in the following sidebar: 
· Page 165:  Wait a minute—What can we do about Pushy Parents?
3. Collaborate Closely with Parents & Programs That Promote Family Advocacy (pp. 165-172) 

· What does advocacy require? 
· Beyond parent teacher conferences, what can schools do to promote routine collaborations between staff members and students’ families? 

· What did Kansas City do? 

· What three practices can action teams take to help families monitor their children’s progress and keep them on track? 
· Read and share important points presented in the following sidebars: 
· Page 166: How Can Schools Defend Themselves Against Unreasonable Demands? 
· Page 168: Preparing Parent Advocates to Focus on the Main Thing:  Achievement
· Page 171: Creating Opportunities for Parents to Learn and Practice Advocacy Skills 
GROUP ASSIGNMENTS #4-6

4. Give Families and Students Information and Support to Make Smooth Transitions (pp. 173-175) 

· What causes a student’s comfort level to drop? 
· When are people most receptive to receiving information?
· What four goals should a well-designed transition program include? 
· Describe some real examples of transition programs and practices? 
· Read and share important points presented in the following sidebars: 
· 
Page 173: Parent Advocates Help Students Make the Transition to Middle School
· 
Page 175: Support from Parents and Teachers Is Related to Higher Grades
5. Help Families Be Actively Involved in Setting Goals for Their Children’s Future (pp. 176-179) 

· When children enter the sixth grade, what three things do parents need to understand about admission to college? 
· What examples does the book offer of how some schools can effectively help parents of sixth graders, eighth graders, and high schoolers get the information they need to understand college admission requirements?
· Aside from special activities, workshops and events, what six other opportunities does the book mention that schools can regularly offer parents, students, teachers and advisors to track progress and plan for the student’s life after high school? 
· Read and share important points presented in the following sidebar: 
· Page 177: College Planning Nights for Parents and Students 
6. Moving Beyond Tracking (pp. 180-181) 

· What happens when schools rigidly track students by ability?  How does having parents as advocates influence this practice? 

· Share what happened at Annandale High School when they decided to reject ability tracking and, instead, adopted an honors approach: students could qualify for advanced programs based on motivation and performance in class, not on test scores. 

· Where do students spend most of their time? Who monitors this time? How does out of school time influence student performance?  

· How does supporting parents as advocates help support healthier student behavior and foster success?

· Read and share important points presented in the following sidebar: 
· Page 180: Family Support Is Key to More Diversity in Advanced Classes
