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The framework I use is designed to provide students 
with teacher lead model writing for one week.  

Week 2 is spent on conferencing individually with 
students while the others are group writing or working 
on a mini-lesson.  

Two Week 
Writing Cycle







“The Shoes”

 Near to Far or Far to Near descriptions

 Sensory images

 Show, don’t tell descriptions

The focus is teaching students to “slow down time”

 BEEF (expository)

Elaborating causes the writer to slow down and provide clear, 
concise details.  

Slowing down time (in writing & film) - Aaron Sitze

http://ed.ted.com/lessons/slowing-down-time-in-writing-film-aaron-sitze

Types of Elaborations

Writing Video


“The Shoelaces”  

 Similes

 Metaphors

 Idioms

 Alliterations

 Onomatopoeias  

 Hyperboles

etc…

Literary Devices





Mini Lesson 
Examples

Narrative Brainstorm Outline 

                                                                                                                                                       Literary Elements 

Characters                                                                                                                         Exposition – set the scene                        

“Explain your position” 

Setting                                                                                                                                          Introduce characters 

                                                                                                                                                         Describe Setting 

 Use your 5 senses                                                                                                                           Hint at the action                                                                                                                            

 

 

Foreshadowing – give the  

reader a clue about what will happen 

 

Transition (ex. Suddenly,)                                                                                     Rising Action – All the action            

Problem                                                                                                                                     leading to the climax 

(beginning of the middle)                                                                                                                    

 

Biggest action occurs  

                                                                                                                                                           Climax – Most  

Lots of                                                                                                                                               exciting part of story                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Details!                                                                                                                                                     

 

Create a                                                                                                                                    Falling Action – 

MIND MOVIE!                                                                                                                          Action after the climax,  
                                                                                                                                                 events begin to settle down 

 

Transition                                                                                                                                            Resolution – 

(ex. In the end,)                                                                                                                      The problem is solved or  

                                                                                                                                                                          the challenge is overcome.                                                                                                                                                               

         Happy or sad, everyone moves on.                                                           

Tell your lesson learned                                                                                  (This includes a personal reflection.)  

Make sure you use clue words that tell how the eye is moving from near to far! 

After a long drive, I made it to my destination – Panama City Beach!  Without wasting another minute, I 

grabbed my gear and headed down to the sand.  Letting out a huge sigh, I plopped down on my cozy 

towel!  Of course, my IPod and cooler where _____________.  With my umbrella_______, I was sure 

this would be the relaxing day I had hoped.  _____________, I noticed a hermit crab scurrying along to 

find a hole to hide in.  Boy, could he move!  I quickly wondered what he made him so afraid.  Should I be 

alarmed?  Surely not!   ______________, I caught a glimpse of a couple nearby flying a beautiful kite.  

The kite seemed to soar on the wind like a majestic bird.  After watching the kite flyers, my 

_________________ where the water white capped and rolled into the shore.  What a relaxing sight.  I 

got lost in the ebb and flow of the surf as it rolled onto the beach.  ___________, a pair of dolphins 

jumped into and out of the water in unison like they were synchronized swimmers.  Watching them 

made me wonder what life would be like underwater.  ____________, I could barely make out a ship as 

it glided across the waves headed for the unknown.   



Using the exemplar, calibration, and anchor sets as well 
as the released prompts, have students practice scoring 
papers.  

Make sets of Unscoreables to 6s, have students work in 
groups to read and discuss what each paper in the set 
should be scored.  

Scoring Activity



Brainstorm drills              Sentence  Strengthening

Paragraph timing             Homework guides

Elaboration activities

Crunch Time



An hour of extra instruction

Enrichment groups

4th grade teachers collaborate so students get an 
opportunity to hear someone else teach. 

Writing Boot Camp:  Saturday before writing test.  

3 or 4 hour writing review.     

After school program


